To: Advanced Placement U.S Government & Politics Students

From: Mrs. Turner

Date: May 2010

Welcome to the Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics class. 

The United States Government and Politics course requires students to have a solid understanding of the U.S Constitution and an understanding of the issues addressed in many important Supreme Court cases. To ensure that you begin the course with these understandings, you are required to complete the following two assignments over the summer.

The United States Constitution

This assignment is meant to provide you with a working knowledge of where the power of our government originates and how the branches of government interact. Summaries are to be in your own words and must demonstrate that you understand the Constitution. This is not to be a cut and paste assignment copied from some Internet source.  Your ability to identify Articles and sections of the Constitution will be critical in successfully passing the AP exam. 

1. Summarize each section of Articles I, II, & III of the Constitution (branches of government).

a. What is the main subject of the Article/section

b. Which branch of government does it address?

c. What specific powers are assigned to this branch of government?

d. What powers (checks) does this branch have over the other two branches of government?

2. Summarize each section of Article IV.

a. What is the main subject of this Article?

b. What powers are given to the states?

c. How is power divided between the federal and state governments?

3. Summarize Article V

4. Summarize each of the first ten Amendments (Bill of Rights)
a. What rights does the Amendment establish?
The United States Supreme Court

Supreme Court decisions are based on interpretations of the Constitution and its Amendments. Landmark cases are those that that have challenged an accepted interpretation of the Constitution and have resulted in the laws that govern our everyday lives as American citizens. In order to appreciate the Constitution as the foundation of our government, it is important to examine where it has been challenged and how the Supreme Court Justices have interpreted its meaning.

1. Read each of the Supreme Court cases listed below.

2. Provide the following information for each case:

[image: image1.emf]
1. Marbury v. Madison 1803
2. McCulloch v. Maryland 1819

3. Dartmouth College v. Woodward 1819

4. Gibbons v. Ogden 1824

5. Dred Scott v. Sanford 1857

6. Plessy v. Ferguson 1896

7. Schenck v. U.S 1919

8. Gitlow v. New York 1925

9. Powell v. Alabama 1932

10. Schechter v. U.S 1936

11. Korematsu v. U.S 1941

12. Everson v. Board of Education 1947

13. Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka 1954

14. Mapp v. Ohio 1961

15. Engel v. Vitale 1962

16. Baker v. Carr 1962

17. Gideon v. Wainwright 1963

18. New York Times v. Sullivan 1964

19. Escobedo v. Illinois 1964

20. Griswold v. Connecticut 1965

21. Miranda v. Arizona 1966

22. Brandenburg v. Ohio 1969

23. Tinker v. Des Moines 1969

24. New York Times v. U.S 1971

25. Lemon v. Kurtzman 1971

26. Wisconsin v. Yader 1972

27. Miller v. California 1973

28. Roe v. Wade 1973

29. U.S v. Nixon 1974

30. Bakke v. University of California 1978

31. Village of Skokie v. National Socialist Party 1978

32. Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier 1983

33. New Jersey v. TLO 1985

34. Texas v. Johnson 1989

35. Westside Community Schools v. Mergens 1990

These Supreme Court case summaries are to be done on 4X6 index cards. Hole punch each card and attach them to a ring. In this format they will be easy to work with during the year and they will already be in a format that makes them easy to study from as you prepare for the AP exam.
If you have any questions, feel free to email me at turner@cranfordschools.org.

Have a good summer.
