To the 2010-2011 AP Microeconomics Students:

I am pleased to inform you of this year’s AP Microeconomics Summer Reading selection, so you can begin to prepare yourself for the daunting task of solving all of the worlds’ economic problems.  I have selected 
Barbarians at the Gate: The Fall of RJR Nabisco by Bryan Burrough, John Helyar, John Helyar.  
The book is the story of the takeover battle for one of the largest companies in America at the time.  The greed and backstabbing in big business make for an interesting book.
Summer Reading Assignment

1. Read the book!  Don’t wait until the last minute.  Get a copy right away and take it with you everywhere – the beach, the pool, to work, etc.  All of your friends will be really impressed and when you tell them about the first smokeless cigarettes!
2. Write a three page paper (minimum) analyzing the role of the government is saving the American economy.  Be sure to include in your paper the following:

(Your paper should be typed and will be turned in on the first day of school.)
· A summary of events.

· An analysis of all of the key players in the battle.

· How the takeover fight altered the corporate landscape of America

· The key decisions of the main combatants and how those decisions affected the outcome of the takeover battle.

3. During the first week of school, you will discuss the book in class and you will be given a test on Barbarians at the Gate: The Fall of RJR Nabisco.
I wish you a summer of fun, relaxation and, of course, reading, and look forward to meeting you in the fall.  If you have any questions prior to the end of the school year, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Mr. Hurley







