Guns, Germs, and Steel

Jared Diamond
The following essential questions will help make reading Diamond’s book a little easier.  Please answer these questions as fully as possible as you read parts one and two (9-176). 

We will discuss these in September and continue reading the book during the first semester.  
1. What was Yali’s question?  How does Diamond attempt to answer it throughout the book?

2. Define microhistory and macrohistory.  List and describe at least two examples of each from Diamond’s book.  

3. In what ways does Diamond use science to help construct history?  List at least three examples.  

4. What factors enabled Pizarro and the Spaniards to conquer Atahualpa’s Incan Empire?  Were the Spaniards superior to the Inca people, or just lucky?  Explain.  
5. How has the ability to produce (or not produce) large amounts of surplus food impacted the trajectory of human civilizations on the different continents?  

6. Has people’s ability to domesticate plants and animals for food been more influenced by their intelligence or their geography?  Explain.
