AP World History

Summer Reading Assignment 2010
Dear Advanced Placement World History Student,

Welcome to AP World History!  Over the summer months you will be reading the critically acclaimed bestseller “Guns, Germs, and Steel” by Jared Diamond.  This book takes a new and fresh approach to discussing issues which range from the implementation of weapons to the destruction of diseases to the contribution of steel to civilizations.  Jared Diamond’s text has been used by countless AP World History instructors across the country.  Although the text may be difficult at times, its message is critical in setting the stage for this Advanced Placement course.  You will be reading Part I & Part II for the summer.  We will complete the book over the course of the First, Second and Third Marking Periods as we prepare for the Advanced Placement World History test in May.

Assignment Requirements:

1. Create chart in which you find examples, list them and explain why they fall in to the category of:  Political, Economic, Religious, Social, Intellectual, and Artistic).  (See below for an example)

2. Write a 3-4 page research that generates a thesis from the first two parts of the book in which you support or disagree with Jared Diamond’s thesis in “Guns, Germs, and Steel.”

Both assignments are due in class on September 8, 2010.  If you should have any questions or problems during the summer, please feel free to contact me at hoglund@cranfordschools.org.

Sincerely,

Mr. Hoglund
PERSIA Break-down

When studying history, there are six themes in which information may be categorized:  Political, Economic, Religious, Social, Intellectual, and Artistic.  By categorizing information according to these themes, you are able to develop a deeper understanding of how that piece of information is not only significant but critical to the development of other historical events.

1.   The POLITICAL theme deals with governments, organization of groups, laws, and rules.  

2.  The ECONOMIC theme deals with money, trade and industry.

3.  The RELIGIOUS theme deals not only with religion but with morals as well.

4.  The SOCIAL theme deals with gender roles, family roles, traditions, customs, etc.

5.  The INTELLECTUAL theme deals with ideas, strategies, inventions, etc.

6.  The ARTISTIC theme deals with art, literature, poetry, architecture, etc.

While you are reading the novel “Guns, Germs & Steel” by Jared Diamond, you will be recording specific examples of information and listing them in a chart (See page 3 for template).  You will be responsible for listing 20 examples.  Each example must be properly labeled POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, RELIGIOUS, SOCIAL, INTELLECTUAL, and ARTISTIC.  You must list the Chapter Number, the Page Number, Quote the information directly from the text, and then explain your rationale for labeling that quote as POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, RELIGIOUS, SOCIAL, INTELLECTUAL, or ARTISTIC.  

P.E.R.S.I.A. Chart for “Guns, Germs & Steel”

	Category:

Political

Economic

Religious

Social

Intellectual

Artistic
	Chapter Number
	Page Number
	Quote
	Rationale

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


