US History II – Honors (Summer Reading) 
The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair that Changed America by Erik Larson.  This book reads like an exciting novel, but it actually is non-fiction.  It is set in Chicago during the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair and alternates between the stories of two men: Daniel H. Burnham, the architect responsible for the fair's construction, and H.H. Holmes, a serial killer masquerading as a charming doctor.  It does a great job showing America in the late 1800s.

Summer Reading Assignments
Write responses to the following 4 questions about The Devil in the White City.  Each answer should be at least two full paragraphs in length and demonstrate that you have read and thought about the book.  Your answers should be typed and will be due on Wednesday September 8th, 2010!!!
1.  In what ways does the Chicago World's Fair of 1893 change America? What lasting inventions and ideas did it introduce into American culture? What important figures were critically influenced by the Fair?

2.  After the Fair ended, Ray Stannard Baker noted "What a human downfall after the magnificence and prodigality of the World's Fair which has so recently closed its doors! Heights of splendor, pride, exaltation in one month: depths of wretchedness, suffering, hunger, cold, in the next" [p. 334].  What is the relationship between the opulence and grandeur of the Fair and the poverty and degradation that surrounded it?  In what ways does the Fair bring into focus the extreme contrasts of late nineteenth century America?

3.  What is the total picture of late nineteenth-century America that emerges from The Devil in the White City? How is that time both like and unlike contemporary America?  What are the most significant differences? In what ways does that time mirror the present?

4.  Erik Larson writes "Beneath the gore and smoke and loam, this book is about the evanescence of life, and why some men choose to fill their brief allotment of time engaging the impossible, others in the manufacture of sorrow" [xi]. What does the book reveal about the conflict between good and evil?  What are the essential differences between men like Daniel Burnham and Henry H. Holmes?  Are they alike in any way?

During the first week of school, you will have the opportunity to take part in discussions with your classmates and teacher. In addition, you will be given a “Did You Read?” test. (This will count as your first grade in the class!!!!!!) 
If you have any questions prior to the end of the school year, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

Mr. Patrick Mamrak  
mamrak@cranfordschools.org
Ms. Judith L. Podbelski

Supervisor of Social Studies







