Welcome to Honors World History
In order to create a foundation for next year’s course material, you will need to complete the Summer Assignments listed below.  You will find the requirements for each assignment in the attached packet.  Please be sure to follow all instructions carefully.

Summer Assignments:
1. Please e-mail the following information to calamari@cranfordschools.org by August 31, 2010 with your name and “World History” as the subject.
a. Your Name and Personal E-Mail Address (Not your parents’ email.)

b. Your Parents’ Full Names and E-Mail Addresses

c. A Description of Your Interests Outside of the Classroom

d. A Short Description of How You Feel You Learn Best 

2. Complete the attached “Major World Religions” chart.  

3. Complete the attached Summer Reading Assignment, based on the book The Time Traveler's Guide to Medieval England: A Handbook for Visitors to the Fourteenth Century by Ian Mortimer.  

Assignments 2 and 3 are due on the first day of school, September 7, 2010.

Enjoy your summer.  If you have any questions, email me at calamari@cranfordschools.org.

Assignment 2:  Major World Religions Chart
As you study various world cultures next year, you will need to understand the religious backgrounds of each region.  Using any resources you choose (internet, database, books, etc.), research each of the following religions:  Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Confucianism.  Create your own detailed chart that explains each of the required categories in the sample below.  Be sure to cite all sources in the final row, and do not plagiarize.  An electronic format for the Major World Religions chart can be found at http://www.teacherweb.com/NJ/CHS/Calamari, listed under the “Honors World History” tab.  This chart will be due on September 7, 2010 (the first day of school), and will be used throughout the year as a reference tool.

Sample:

	
	Christianity
	Judaism
	Islam
	Hinduism
	Buddhism
	Confucianism

	Origins of the Religion: founder, year founded, geographic location of its beginning
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Basic Beliefs or Principles
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is it monotheistic or polytheistic?  (List major deities and their meanings.)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Holy Books or Writings Used in the Belief System
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How did the religions spread?  (Don’t forget political, military, or economic methods.)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Region of Most Influence Today
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number/Percentage of Followers Worldwide
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SOURCES CONSULTED DURING RESEARCH
	
	
	
	
	
	


Assignment 3:  Summer Reading Assignment

Essential to studying any period in history is developing an understanding of the social, political, and economic conditions that exist during that time.  In order to learn more about the medieval period, begin reading The Time Traveler's Guide to Medieval England: A Handbook for Visitors to the Fourteenth Century by Ian Mortimer.  (This book can be purchased from any major bookstore and is also available in eBook format at a reduced price from bn.com.)
Part 1:  As you read, complete a detailed chart identifying and explaining the major conditions of life in the 14th century that fit into each of the following categories:  social, political, and economic. (You should have a column for each.)  

Example:

	Social Conditions
	Political Conditions
	Economic Conditions

	
	
	


Part 2:  After you have finished the book, use your completed chart to write a 5-paragraph essay that responds to the following prompt:
The Fourteenth Century, known as the Medieval Period, posed great challenges to European societies.  Explain the social, political, and economic challenges faced by the people of 14th century Europe.

*Your essay must be typed, but your chart may be handwritten if you prefer.

