
BROOKSIDE PLACE
SCHOOL

Recovery & Relocation Meeting
Tuesday, September 6 th

3:00 PM



FACT SHEET

• Brookside Place School will reopen its doors
upon completion of the remediation process.

• Core Curriculum Instruction will be provided to 
all Brookside Place students by the BPS 
teachers.

• Class lists for the 2011-2012 school year remain 
in place.  Students will be relocated accordingly.

• Deliberate efforts have been made to relocate 
entire grade levels of children with their teachers 
to provide for the least disruption and the 
greatest continuity of educational and 
social/emotional growth.



• By relocating entire grade levels of children 
together, students remain with their friends and 
teachers are provided the opportunity to 
continue grade level team meetings for 
purposes of articulation of content matter and 
planning for high quality instruction.

• To the extent possible, we have relocated grade 
levels of students within Cranford Public 
Schools.



MEETING GOALS

• Recognizing the disruption to you, your families 
and your homes, which includes members of 
many Cranford Public Schools staff members 
residing both within and outside of Cranford, 
STABILITY and a swift resolution to the 
aftermath of Hurricane Irene and the flooding at 
BPS was necessary. 

YOUR CHILDREN ARE OUR CHILDREN.



• We want to assure you that quality instruction 
will continue to take place.

• The Cranford Public Schools instructional 
curriculum will be implemented.

• Cranford churches, neighboring school districts 
and other locations in town were very willing to 
help but the available space often could not best 
accommodate our instructional needs.

• This resolution is the best possible response to 
our current situation.



KINDERGARTEN

• During the remediation process our 
Brookside Place Kindergarten students will 
be attending classes at Bloomingdale 
Avenue School.

• Located at 200 Bloomingdale Avenue
• Phone 908 709 6969
• Fax 908 709 9138
• School hours: 8:20 – 11:00 & 12:00 – 2:40



Bloomingdale Avenue 
School



STAFF

• Principal – Mrs. Regina Gavin
• Secretary – Mrs. Rosemarie DiSarle
• Nurse – Mrs. Sherryl Lazo
• Kindergarten Teachers:

• Mrs. Anne Marie Francis
• Mrs. Michelle Petrow

Kindergarten Assistants
• Mrs. Mary Markowski
• Mrs. Maureen Foye
• Mrs. Mary Beth Cook



The 3 half day sections of kindergarten will 
be held at Bloomingdale Avenue School. 

Smartboards will be installed in each room 
to accommodate the Envision Math 
Program. 

All district reading materials will be shared 
by BAS teachers, BPS teachers will work 
closely with their colleagues in a K-2 early 
childhood center.



• There will be no need for any changes in AM or 
PM student assignments and no need for 
parents of kindergarten children to adjust child 
care arrangements. 

• Special classes such as art, music, physical 
education, library will be taught by the regular 
Brookside Place School staff.  We may need to 
add an additional section or two of special 
instruction by another district staff member.  

• Mrs. Gavin and the entire Bloomingdale Avenue 
School staff warmly welcome you, your children 
and their colleagues to join them at BAS.



1st and 2nd Grade

• During the remediation process our 
Brookside Place 1st and 2nd grade 
students will be attending classes at 
Washington School in Garwood.

• Located at  500 East Street, Garwood
(Make a left at Kings)

• Phone TBA
• Fax 908 TBA
• School Hours: 8:35 – 2:55



Washington School



STAFF

• Principal:  Mr. Mike Klimko
• Secretary:  Mrs. Carol Simpson
• Nurse:        Mrs. Paula O’Hara
• Teachers – Grade 1

Mrs. Kelly Kroll

Mrs. Meghan Gilbertson
Mrs. Donna Schlenker

Mrs. Jennifer Glackin (Caldwell)



• Teachers – Grade 2
Mrs. Carolyn Chelland
Ms. Lynsey Borges
Mrs. Kristen Stancsik

Special arrangements are currently being made for 
library instruction.  Art, music and physical education 
will be taught by BPS teachers.   

Special education teacher services will be 
provided to students in grades 1 and 2 by BPS 
instructional staff.



• Garwood Public Schools has graciously 
agreed to rent us Washington School for 
the duration of our relocation needs.  They 
are doing so for the cost of public utilities.

• Our first and second grade students will 
utilize the entire school facility.  Our 1st

and 2nd grade teachers will remain 
together fostering ongoing articulation and 
lesson planning.  This neighboring facility 
will quickly become a new temporary 
home for primary grades.  



Washington School



Washington School



Washington School



Washington School



Washington 
School

Washington 
School



We have purchased new furniture for this 
school and Garwood will also allow us to 
use some of their classroom furniture.   

Mr. Klimko and the entire Brookside Place 
School staff warmly welcome you, your 
children and their colleagues to join them 
at Washington School.



3rd Grade

• During the remediation process our 
Brookside Place 3rd grade students will be 
attending classes at Hillside Avenue 
School

• Located at 125 Hillside Avenue
• Phone 908 709 6229
• Fax 908 709 6752
• School Hours 8:35 – 2:55



Hillside Avenue School



STAFF

• Principal: Dr. Curt Fogas
• Assistant Principal:  Mr. Marc Biunno
• Secretary: Mrs. JoJo Pascual
• Nurse: Mrs. Beth Rudofsky
• Teachers Grade 3:

Mrs. Kelly Hardell (Coughlin)
Mrs. Jill Pierce

Mrs. Meghan Snyder
Mr. Dan Callaghan



Hillside Avenue School is a K-8 facility so here 
again our students and staff will be in a grade 
level appropriate environment.

Special classes (art, music, library, phys ed, 
Spanish) will be implemented by the Brookside 
staff.

Special education services will be provided by 
BPS and HAS instructional staff.



• Dr. Fogas and the entire Hillside Avenue 
School staff warmly welcome you, your 
children and their colleagues  to join them 
at HAS.



4th Grade

• During the remediation process our 
Brookside Place 4th grade students will be 
attending classes at Livingston Avenue 
School.

• Located at 75 Livingston Avenue
• Phone 908 709 6248
• Fax 908 709 6748
• School Hours: 8:30 – 2:50



Livingston Avenue 
School



STAFF

• Principal: Mrs. Dineen Seeley
• Secretary: Mrs. Ann Jacquin
• Nurse: Mrs. Nancy Damm
• Teachers Grade 4:

Mrs. Jerian Brockman

Mrs. Patricia Starkey
Mrs. Lisa Ventura



Livingston Avenue School is a 3-5 facility. Our 
students and staff will be in a grade level 
appropriate environment.

Special classes (art, music, library, phys ed, 
Spanish) will be implemented by the Brookside 
staff.  An additional class section or two may be 
added taught by Cranford staff.

Special education services will be provided by 
BPS and LAS instructional staff.



5th Grade

• During the remediation process our 
Brookside Place 5th grade students will be 
attending classes at Orange Avenue 
School.

• Located at 901 Orange Avenue
• Phone 908 709 6257
• Fax 908 272 3025
• School Hours: 8:35 – 2:55



Orange Avenue School



STAFF

• Principal:  Mrs. Michelle Vella
• Assistant Principal: Mrs. Carmela Colosimo
• Secretary: Mrs. Donna Crawford
• Nurse:  Mrs. Elizabeth Kellett

Teachers Grade 5:
Ms. Ruth King
Mrs. Nicole Halkias
Mrs. Nansie Salls
Mrs. Rosemary Scholz



Orange Avenue School is a 3-8 facility so our 
students and staff will be in a grade level 
appropriate environment.

Special classes (music, library, phys ed, 
Spanish) will be implemented by the Orange 
Avenue School staff.  Art will be taught by the 
Brookside Place School staff.

Special education services will be provided by 
BPS and OAS instructional staff.



• Since these students will be attending OAS as 
6th graders, we will accommodate them at OAS 
during the relocation process.  

• Opportunities will be held this fall for parents and 
administration to discuss the benefit to 
continuing 5th grade instruction for the entire  
2011-2012 school year rather than move 
students back and forth across town only to 
have them return again in September.  
THIS TOPIC WILL BE DISCUSSED WITH 
FEEDBACK FROM BPS PARENTS AS THE 
SCHOOL YEAR GETS UNDERWAY.



BPS PRINCIPAL
MR. KLIMKO

• While Mr. Klimko will be housed at Washington 
School in Garwood, he will continue to serve as 
the Principal of Brookside Place School –
GRADES K- 5.  

• As parents of children at each of these grade 
levels, Mr. Klimko will remain your principal and 
point of contact. Mr. Klimko will provide you with 
his phone number and e-mail address as soon 
as that information is available.

• Immediate parental and student needs will be 
met by on-site principals, office and nursing staff 
at BAS, LAS, HAS and OAS.



TRANSPORTATION
• We recognize that many of you may have 

difficulty transporting your child or children 
to various locations and we are seeking 
information from you this afternoon 
regarding your anticipated need for 
Cranford Public Schools to assist you with 
bussing.



• Please take a moment to complete the 
transportation form found on your chair 
when you came in this afternoon and hand 
it to the ladies walking up and down the 
aisle so that we may immediately begin to 
determine your transportation needs and 
contact bus companies before the close of 
the day today to better accommodate your 
needs as Brookside Place families. We 
recognize that your needs may change.



LUNCH

• Lunch will continued to be provided at all 
Cranford and Garwood locations as has 
been our practice.  

• Children at Washington School will be 
eating Cranford School lunches in the 
Washington School cafeteria.



BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL 
CARE

• Before and after school care will continue to be 
provided at all locations including Washington 
School.

• Please complete the child care form located on 
your chair when you came in and leave it at the 
back table as you leave so that we may 
communicate these needs to existing child care 
providers so that they may also make swift 
accommodations for additional staff if necessary.



COUNSELING

• Counseling opportunities have already 
been made available to our students.

• These opportunities will again be made 
available to our students once the school 
year is underway. 

• Please make the counseling needs of your 
children known to Mr. Klimko.



SPECIAL EDUCAION SERVICES

• All special education services will be 
provided and implemented per student 
Individual Educational Plans at relocation 
sites.

• Dr. McLaughlin and district case managers 
will address this topic with you as 
individual families.



Pathways to Excellence
P2E+ and Basic Skills

• These services will continue to be 
provided to all students enrolled in each of 
the programs.  

• New schedules are being developed.  
Additional staff may need to be hired to 
fully address the needs of all students.



Student Health Information

• The Brookside Place School nurse, Mrs. O’Hara 
is also here with us today with additional copies 
of all required health forms for your convenience 
in the event of lost electrical power, damaged 
technology or lost school health forms.  

• Mrs.  O’Hara will be accepting health forms from 
you at the Board of Education Office at 132 
Thomas Street for the remainder of this week.

• She may be contacted at:  908 709 6202.



BROOKSIDE PLACE SCHOOL
CLEAN UP AND RECOVERY

Anticipated Damage: We are planning for the 
worst

Anticipated Recovery:  We are expecting the best 
results.  We have hired the finest experts to 
restore Brookside Place School to us ASAP

ATI     American Technologies, Inc.

Mr. Jeffery Jackson, 
National Project Manager



RETURN TO BROOKSIDE

• The scope of the recovery work at BPS is 
still being determined.

• At this time, we know that it will take at 
least two months, perhaps longer.

• We WILL plan a smooth return and 
transition to BPS.

• PTA – please start organizing a welcome 
back event because we will be there!



Thank You BPS Parents

• In closing, we understand the stress, fear 
and personal devastation that Hurricane 
Irene has had on you and your children.

• We are doing everything possible to 
restore BPS to the community and to 
ensure a wonderful and stable school year 
for our children, your families and our staff.



Thank You Cranford

• All of the community churches, the 
Cerebral Palsy Center, Westfield Public 
Schools, St. Michaels and Union County 
College have reached out to offer what 
assistance they could to help Cranford in a 
time of need.

• Please share your appreciation with any 
and all of these locations and people as 
the recovery process continues.



In Closing…

• We remain accessible to you via phone 
and e-mail.

• Please verify your e-mail address and cell 
phone numbers so that we can continue to 
communicate with you in this fashion over 
the next few months.

• We will use this opportunity to join 
together and to get stronger.



Audience Questions

• Please pass your question cards to 
individuals walking up and down the aisle 
so that we may address any items that 
have not been covered.


